
Commissioners Meeting

October 12, 2022
7:00 p.m.

DWS Office:  29 Charles Street
FY23
Meeting called to order at:
7:00 p.m.
Members in attendance:
Robert Josey, Colin Haire and Keith Bloniasz
Others in attendance:  
Systems Manager, Robert Sullivan




Cortney Keegan- School Business and Operations Manager





Paul Viera- Superintendent

School Water Bill:
Cortney Keegan the Douglas School Business and Operations Manager and Paul Viera the Douglas Superintendent are requesting an abatement on the FY23 Fall Bill for the High School.

Discussion of a Deduction Meter.

Historical Usage stayed about the same as prior years.

School is doing things wrong:


Watering during the middle of the day, water evaporating and burning grass.


Watering when it is raining.


Watering the sidewalks.


Water Bann is in effect.

Bob Sullivan said there are no Exception Meters allowed.

Part of the permit discourage water usage and to conserve.


Further Exception Meter discussion.

Colin Haire said that given the fact that the school was grandfathered in with DEP Guidelines, would the board be amenable to an Exception Meter for the High School?  Nothing Completed.
Irrigation Well discussion.

Keith Bloniasz says that you must follow the Water Bann, sprinkler heads pointed the correct direction, and focus in the fields.

Colin Haire makes a motion that we approve the abatement as presented.  Nothing Completed.

The Sewer portion is being requested to be abated- half of the total is $ 15,199.15.

Colin Haire makes a motion to abate the $ 15,199.15, which would be half of the sewer portion.

Keith Bloniasz will Not Second.

Robert Josey Seconds.

All in Favor, Aye (Colin Haire and Robert Josey).

Keith Bloniasz is Opposed.

Colin Haire spoke about the Exception Meter.


Discussion about the Reduction Meter being installed.


Cortney agreed.


Robert Sullivan said he would reach out to Cortney to get it installed.

Cortney Keegan and Paul Viera agreed to come back in January’s Meeting.
Guests Exit: 
Cortney Keegan- School Business and Operations Manager



Paul Viera- Superintendent

System Manager’s Water and Sewer Reports:
Robert Sullivan does not have the Water Report.

Robert Sullivan reads the Monthly Sewer Report


Discussion of the Second Phase of the Sewer Project.

Want to get through this section before winter.


No gas update because Robert Sullivan is behind the scene on this project.

Review and Approve Meeting Minutes:
Colin Haire questions lack of discussion details on Meeting Minutes.  Make Meeting Minutes informative.

Robert Sullivan will look into the rules on Meeting Minutes.

Colin Haire makes a motion to approve the as presented July 5, 2022 Meeting Minutes.

Keith Bloniasz Seconds.

All in Favor, Aye (Robert Josey, Colin Haire and Keith Bloniasz).
Colin Haire makes a motion to approve the as presented August 2, 2022 Meeting Minutes.
Robert Josey Seconds.

All in Favor, Aye (Colin Haire and Robert Josey). Keith Bloniasz abstains from vote.
Lead and Copper Discussion
Keith Bloniasz makes a motion to approve the as presented September 6, 2022 Meeting Minutes.

Colin Haire Seconds.

All in Favor, Aye (Robert Josey, Colin Haire and Keith Bloniasz).

Project Update:
Monroe and Davis Street- doing engineering for water and sewer design.


The design part is to replace Monroe that  is there now- past Redding Landing- need to 
loop it into Davis Street- extend from High School to the end of Davis Street to the 
Uxbridge Line.


Looking at the water source overview.



Start exploratory wells.



Protect what we need to protect.

Should hear this month or next about design for North Street.


Bob Minarik submitted application to MASS Works.

$ 100,000.00 town funds to match

If we can get tank up at North Street to loop with Pyne Project, it will be good for Fire Protection.

Need to upgrade old cast iron pipe on side streets by ball field.


Industry standard 70 years on pipe and we are at about 110 years.

Generators- One generator in position and just have to get it off the pallet and on the pad, someone to do gas connection and run electric.


We are putting in switch for portable generators.

Final Read Fee Discussion:
Explanation of the policy and how people request the Final Read that must be completed today.

Colin Haire says make it a three day notice $ 100.00.  Bob informed the Board that is currently in place.
Table conversation until next meeting.

Meter Pit Discussion:
Many towns have them.

They go near curbs stop.

If the structure is more than one hundred feet off the road.

Too much opportunity of lost water or leaks.

This would limit our unaccounted for water.

Typically, one hundred feet for a meter pit- such as the cemeteries.

The meter pits are designed to keep from freezing.

What is the cost?  No ball park.

Next meeting get cost associated with it.

Goals and Objectives for FY23:
Nothing

Open Session for topics not reasonably anticipated 48 hours in advance of the meeting:
Staffing Update- Robert Sullivan will go up tomorrow to get positions posted.
Keith Bloniasz makes a motion to adjourn at 9:20 p.m.

Colin Haire Seconds.

All in Favor, Aye (Robert Josey, Colin Haire and Keith Bloniasz).
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